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Canadian Educational Context 

No National 
Department of 

Education 



Council of Ministers of Education, 
Canada (CMEC) 

• founded in 1967; provides national 
leadership in education in Canada 

• intergovernmental body made up of 13 
provincial and territorial ministers of 
education 

• contributes to the fulfilment of the 
constitutional responsibility for 
education conferred on provinces and 
territories 

• these 13 education Ministers meet 
annually 

• http://www.cmec.ca/en/  

http://www.cmec.ca/en/


Some Canadian education statistics 

• 10 provinces and 3 territories; each has a Department of 
Education with its own curricula 

• close to 300 school boards  

– groups of elected community members to whom the 
provinces delegate authority over some aspects of education 

– in sparsely populated areas and in the territories, schools are 
operated directly by the provincial or federal governments; in 
these places, there are school committees but no formally 
elected school boards 

• 15,500 schools in Canada 

• 310,000 teachers 

• 5 million K-12 students 

• 163 universities and 183 colleges (~350 tertiary level) 

• Over 1 million tertiary students (806,000 full time/273,000 part 
time) 

• 40,000 full time university faculty; over 90,000 part time 

   (CMEC, ca. 2008; Hickcox, 2013) 



In the Canadian context, it is very difficult to coordinate 
curricular initiatives, but there is a lot going on! 

•   
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Although there is no formal education for 
responsible living (ERL) curriculum in 
Canada, 

there are initiatives that are in the same camp 
as ERL 

• Education for sustainable development (ESD) 

• Citizenship education 

• Global education 

• Environmental education 

• Home economics/family studies 
–                  Even peace education (but not included 

  today) 



…in many sectors 

• Intersector working groups 

• Non government organizations 
(NGOs) 

• Federal government departments 

• Para-government agencies 

• Teachers’ federations 

• Particularly active provinces 

• Some universities 

• Private sector 
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Dimensions of education for 
responsible living 



INTEGRATE INTO 
PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL CURRICULA 
  



Learning for a Sustainable Future 
(LSF) 1991 

• Intent is to integrate the concepts and 
principles of sustainable development into 
education policy, school curricula, teacher 
education, and lifelong learning across Canada  

• Canadian Sustainability Curriculum Review 
Initiative (2006) identifies what should be 
included in formal curriculum policy, as well as 
the most appropriate instructional methods 
for learning about key action themes from 
UNDESD  

• Developed Resources for Rethinking website 
(free online database) 
http://resources4thinking.ca 

• 2014 published pedagogical document 
Connecting the Dots http://lsf-lst.ca/dots  

•  http://www.lsf-lst.ca/  
 

http://resources4thinking.ca/
http://lsf-lst.ca/dots
http://lsf-lst.ca/dots
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Education for Sustainable Development 
Canada (ESD Canada) 2006 

• It works for systemic change toward ESD (as 
defined by the UN Decade) within formal, non-
formal and informal education systems in 
Canada 

• It is a network that brings together a broad 
range of stakeholders from across the country 
to support the integration of ESD into the 
Canadian education system 

• at the ESD Canada website, a sidebar contains 
a list of provincial ESD networks, organizations 
and entities that work in their own province to 
bring ESD into provincial curricula 

•  www.esdcanada.ca 
 

http://www.esdcanada.ca/


ESD Canada Network sidebar 

• BC: British Columbia ESD Network (Walking the Talk)  
• AB: Education for Sustainable Development Alberta 

(ESD Alberta)  
• SK: Saskatchewan ESD Network (SESDN)  
• MB: Manitoba Education for Sustainable Development 

Working Group (MESDWG)  
• ON: Educational Alliance for Sustainable Ontario (EASO)  
• Quebec  
• PEI: Prince Edward Island Sustainability Network  
• NB: Sustainability Education Alliance of New Brunswick  
• NS: Nova Scotia ESD Network (NSEN)  
• Nunavut  
 
No working groups in place yet: 
• Newfoundland and Labrador  
• Northwest Territories  
• Yukon Territories  
 

http://www.esdcanada.ca/british-columbia-esd-network-walking-talk
http://www.esdcanada.ca/education-sustainable-development-alberta-esd-alberta
http://www.esdcanada.ca/education-sustainable-development-alberta-esd-alberta
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http://www.esdcanada.ca/nunavut
http://www.esdcanada.ca/newfoundland-and-labrador
http://www.esdcanada.ca/northwest-territories
http://www.esdcanada.ca/yukon-territories


CMEC ESD Working Group 2008 

• Established in 2008, the CMEC ESD Working 
Group will serve as an ESD network for 
collaboration for further implementation of ESD 
beyond the end of the UN Decade in 2014. 

• Includes representatives from all 10 provinces 
and one territory, Nunavut  

• A 2010 document provides an overview of what 
each of the 11 jurisdictions is doing around ESD, 
organized by curriculum, professional 
development, resources, and what is going on at 
the school board/school district levels  

• This same document identified seven elements 
of ESD that are required to reorient education in 
Canada: linking ideas to action, employing 
interdisciplinary, critical thinking and action 
skills, using experiential, authentic learning, and 
integrating all curricular areas through a 
sustainability lens (CMEC, 2010) 



TEACHER TRAINING   



Teacher education 

• CMEC’s ESD Working Group, along 
with LSF and IISD, prepared 2012 
report about what faculties of 
education are doing to 
incorporate ESD into their 
teacher preparation programs, 
Education for Sustainable 
Development in Canadian 
Faculties of Education 
http://www.cmec.ca/Publications
/Lists/Publications/Attachments/2
79/ESD_Dean_reportEN.pdf  

 

 

http://www.cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/279/ESD_Dean_reportEN.pdf
http://www.cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/279/ESD_Dean_reportEN.pdf
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CMEC 2012 study results 

• 36 out of possible 63 institutions offering teacher 
education training participated (57%) 

• They are not using knowledge of ESD principles as 
a criterion for being accepted into BED programs 

• Majority surveyed are making some sort of effort 
to integrate ESD or related principles into their 
programs, but not to any great extent. Few have 
specific ESD courses and fewer have revamped 
learning outcomes to include ESD principles 

• 14 follow up interviews revealed that some schools 
are teaching per-service teachers how to use ESD 
pedagogy and those faculty are teaching these 
students using the same principles 

 



Teacher education con’t 

• UNICEF Canada 2012 Strengthening Global 
Education Training in Canadian Faculties of 
Education (this report shares an account of a 
collaboration between UNICEF and 9 
universities as they delivered 114 workshops 
to pre-service teachers and practicing 
teachers in four provinces over a four year 
time frame 2009-2012: included global 
education, global citizenship education, and 
children’s rights 
http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce
_uploads/UTILITY%20NAV/TEACHERS/DOCS/
GC/UNICEF_Canada_Faculty_Evaluation_Rep
ort.pdf  

 
 

http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce_uploads/UTILITY NAV/TEACHERS/DOCS/GC/UNICEF_Canada_Faculty_Evaluation_Report.pdf
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http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce_uploads/UTILITY NAV/TEACHERS/DOCS/GC/UNICEF_Canada_Faculty_Evaluation_Report.pdf
http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce_uploads/UTILITY NAV/TEACHERS/DOCS/GC/UNICEF_Canada_Faculty_Evaluation_Report.pdf


UNICEF/university partners’ workshops to 
pre-service teachers and practicing teachers  

• Over 7000 per-service teachers and 
practicing teachers (K-12) 

• The workshops enhanced their ability to 
integrate global education and global 
citizenship into classrooms  
– as well as children’s rights, peace, social justice, 

cultural competency, environmental awareness 

• 11 resource guides were developed for 
Atlantic Canada, BC, Ontario, and Quebec 
–  UNICEF 2011 Global Classroom Program PDF 

contains Section 3 on pedagogy: 
http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce_
uploads/UTILITY%20NAV/TEACHERS/DOCS/GC/
Educating_for_Global_Citizenship.pdf   

(Guo, 2014) 
 

http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce_uploads/UTILITY NAV/TEACHERS/DOCS/GC/Educating_for_Global_Citizenship.pdf
http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce_uploads/UTILITY NAV/TEACHERS/DOCS/GC/Educating_for_Global_Citizenship.pdf
http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce_uploads/UTILITY NAV/TEACHERS/DOCS/GC/Educating_for_Global_Citizenship.pdf


OTHER INITIATIVES   



Universities 

• University of Alberta Center for Global Citizenship 
Education and Research www.cgcer.ualberta.ca   

• University of Toronto, OISE Research Project on Global 
Citizenship (2004 doc titled Educating for Global 
Citizenship in a Changing World) 
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/cidec/Research/Global_Citize
nship_Education.html   

• University of Saskatoon Since 2012, Sustainability and 
Education Policy Network (SEPN) - national network of 
researchers and organizations advancing sustainability in 
education policy and practice; its website contains studies 
and research on ESD, including in K-12 
http://sepn.ca/research_results/  

http://www.cgcer.ualberta.ca
http://www.cgcer.ualberta.ca
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/cidec/Research/Global_Citizenship_Education.html
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/cidec/Research/Global_Citizenship_Education.html
http://sepn.ca/research_results/


Teachers’ Federations 

 
 

• British Columbia Teachers’ Federation 
Global Classroom website  (unit plans) 
www.bctf.ca/globalclassroom.aspx  
 

• Elementary Teachers’ Federation of 
Ontario (in consultation with OISE) 
Educating for Global citizenship 2010, 
250 pages, affectionately called the 
Global Education Web Book  
http://etfo.net/globaled/Educating4Glob
alCitizenship.pdf  
 

http://www.bctf.ca/globalclassroom.aspx
http://etfo.net/globaled/Educating4GlobalCitizenship.pdf
http://etfo.net/globaled/Educating4GlobalCitizenship.pdf


Particularly active provinces 

• Manitoba (works closely with CMEC and 
LSF) Social Studies curriculum Grade 12 
(2014) course called Global Issues: 
Citizenship and Sustainability 
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socs
tud/global_issues/index.html   

• 2000 Education for a Sustainable Future: 
A resource for curriculum developers, 
teachers and administrators  77 pages 
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/docs/su
pport/future/sustaineducation.pdf   

• the government has a separate page at 
its education site on ESD  
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/esd/reso
urces.html  
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Particularly active provinces 

• Alberta Education 2011 published a 
report titled From Knowledge to Action: 
Shaping the future of curriculum 
development in Alberta, part of which 
included a discussion of competencies 
for the 21st century (including 
dimensions of responsible living) 
http://www.education.alberta.ca/media
/6808607/knowledge_action.pdf    
 

• British Columbia  Collection of resources 
for sustainability-related course content, 
learning experiences (interdisciplinarity) 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.page?i
d=2E7B5372BE124611B18A785552F2BC
F7  
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Para-government agencies 

 

• Canadian Commission for 
UNESCO  heightened awareness 
of and commitment to the issues 
of sustainability and education 
for sustainable development in 
Canada at many venues 

• Leads initiatives in Canada 
related to UNDESD (ESD decade) 

 



  

• UNICEF CANADA Global 
Classroom website rich with 
resources about global education 
and global citizenship 
http://www.unicef.ca/en/our-work/article/global-
classroom  

http://www.unicef.ca/en/our-work/article/global-classroom
http://www.unicef.ca/en/our-work/article/global-classroom
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NGOs 

• Be The Change Earth Alliance (BTCEA) 2014 
new 6 module high school curriculum on 
Student Leadership in Sustainability 
http://www.earthrevival.org/documents/Int
roducing%20SLS%20Final%20for%20Web.pd
f   

• Founded in 2005, BTCEA focuses on 
sustainability through education that 
empowers personal and systemic behaviour 
change. Students learn to recognize their 
personal and social responsibilities 
– Conscious consumption, health, conservation, 

connections, justice, and innovation (through 
value clarification and inquiry based learning) 

 

http://www.earthrevival.org/documents/Introducing SLS Final for Web.pdf
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NGOs 

• Aga Kahn Foundation 2014 study on global 
education and international development 
in public school (what teachers’ need) 
http://ftpvault.akfc.ca/main.html?download
&weblink=235d3bcd5a6275c02103040dbf0
7e355&realfilename=AKFC$20TEACHER$20I
NSTITUTE$20Needs$20Assessment$20Repo
rt$20FINAL.pdf  

• This report contains many forward looking 
recommendations 

• They have a list of rich resources for 
integrating global education into curriculum 
– http://www.akfc.ca/en/get-

involved/gcsi/resources  
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NGOs 

• Alberta Council for Global 
Cooperation, a coalition of 
voluntary sector organizations 

• Development in a Box (K-6) 
incorporation of global citizenship 
issues into the curriculum and 
classroom 

– http://www.acgc.ca/pages.php?pg=
1007&sec=2031  

http://www.acgc.ca/pages.php?pg=1007&sec=2031
http://www.acgc.ca/pages.php?pg=1007&sec=2031


Private Sector 

• In collaboration with LSF, 
Deloitte (financial services 
industry) held two roundtable 
symposia on (a) preparing youth 
for the 21st century responsible 
citizenship and (b) educating for 
responsible citizenship (2012, 
2013) 

• http://lsf-
lst.ca/media/symposium/Ready_or_not_Executive_Summary.pdf    

 

http://lsf-lst.ca/media/symposium/Ready_or_not_Executive_Summary.pdf
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Sustainable Consumption – not much 

• The LSF’s Canadian Sustainability Curriculum 
Review Initiative identified 12 themes, including 
sustainable consumption (not developed) 

• Manitoba government website has resources for 
teaching sustainable consumption 
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/esd/resources.ht
ml#consumption  

• Manitoba’s new Social Studies course (2014) has 
unit on sustainable consumption 
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/globa
l_issues/consumerism.pdf  

• Green Teacher magazine has collection of articles 
related to this topic 
http://greenteacher.com/search-for-
articles/waste/  

• Otherwise, Canadian initiatives reference UNESCO, 
UN, and other non-Canadian documents 
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