
www.sagepub.com

Order your personal copy today and SAVE 30%

Qualified Instructors – Order your FREE review copy today!

Paperback Price: $75.00 

Discount Price: $53.00*

ISBN: 9781506350950

© 2018 | 600 pages

Sue L. T. McGregor
McGregor Consulting Group

Understanding and Evaluating Research: A Critical Guide shows readers how to be critical
consumers of research and to appreciate the power of methodology as it shapes the research
question, the use of theory in the study, the methods used, and how the outcomes are reported.
The book starts with what it means to be a critical and uncritical reader of research, followed by a
detailed chapter on methodology, and then proceeds to a discussion of each component of a
research article as it is informed by the methodology. The book encourages readers to select an
article from their discipline, learning along the way how to assess each component of the article
and come to a judgment of its rigor or quality as a scholarly report.

KEY FEATURES:

• A chapter on how the role of methodologies plays into becoming a critical reader of research
shows readers the difference between methodology and methods, and how the former
influences scholarship.

• Review and Engagement checklists, which are strategically positioned throughout the chapters
close to the respective content, help readers to assess the topics they are critically reading.

• Special chapters on Argumentative Essays and Theory Papers show how different types of
scholarship cannot be judged using the criteria for a conventional research report.

• Primer chapters on statistics gives critical readers a basic understanding of statistical literacy.
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“Understanding and Evaluating Research is a great resource with many examples to beginners and seasoned qualitative, 
quantitative, and mixed-methods researchers.”

— Kadir Demir, Georgia State University

“Sue L. T. McGregor provides what is missing in most textbooks on research methods—deeper explanations. New 
researchers will find detailed explanations of difficult-to-understand research concepts, and professors will find a wealth 
of teaching tools that can be tailored for each lesson. Few textbooks on research methods are so comprehensive and 
practical.” 

— Scott Greenberger, Grand Canyon University


