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Family is a Social Institution
A BASIC UNIT OF SOCIETY

� Established customs, practices, sets of
relationships and behavioral patterns (a way
of organizing things to provide structure,
stability, security and predictability in
community and social life)
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Individual Families in Crisis or 
Family Institution in Transition?

Crisis -it is a term meaning 'a
testing time' or 'emergency
event'; an unstable condition
involving an impending abrupt
or decisive change; an
emotionally stressful event or
traumatic change in a person's

life; a highly volatile dangerous situation
requiring immediate remedial action

Transition  - Passage from
one form, state, style, or
place to another (a shift, an
event, that leads from one
well-defined section to
another well-defined

state); involves changes in roles, reconfiguration
of arrangements, establishment of new structures
and forms, ways of doing things)
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Families are NOT the Problem 
As a living, evolving institution, families are
changing (form and function) as they respond to
and live within the changing context of their
sister institutions:

Economy - corporate led, top-down neo-liberal globalization (met
with resistance by bottom-up globalization); shift from agricultural,
manufacturing, industrial to service and information economies
Religion - Less organized religion, more secular
Labour  - Less full time, more part time, multiple, non-traditional
jobs (not 9-5) (fewer or no benefits); unions have less power;
production is moved to cheaper labour (job insecurity); more women
Political - Emerging and redefined democracies, controlled by
military industrial complex; more war and conflict for scarce
resources; state power being eroded by strong corporate interests
Media - Privately owned, controlling mass media
Market  - Materialistic culture in consumer, credit society
Community- More urban; losing resiliency, less solidarity, isolated
members (civil society is weakened)
Technological and telecommunication
innovations; medical advances mean
people are living longer
Culture - Huge movement of people
within and among nations- changes face of
society, raises issues related to diversity
and tolerance
Education/health/social reform leading to privatization and
corporate intrusion; reduced, expensive, inaccessible services;
business model rather than citizenship/caring model 
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Physical Care and
Maintenance

Addition of new
members

Socialization into adult
roles Social control and

discipline

Consumption and
Production (work) Love, nurturance and

Morale

Six Family Functions (many preformed by market)
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Family Studies Education 
Curriculum Approaches

��� � CREATE (or update) A STAND
ALONE  FS CURRICULUM

��� � INFUSE (BUILD IN ) FAMILY
STUDIES CONCEPTS AND
PERSPECTIVES INTO EVERY
OTHER COURSE 

��� � INTEGRATED CURRICULUM  
(weave together subject areas; make
whole by bringing parts together)
Create (update) the Family Studies curriculum and
then, using thematic units, issues based learning,
inquiry based learning, problem posing and problem
based experiential, active learning, help students
solve social problems by making
connections across subjects. Create
opportunities for students to work
with FS and other subject matter
concepts until patterns emerge and
connections form. 
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TRANSFORMATIVE
Teacher and student are partners in the

learning process, assuming a critical view of
society (looking at power), via experiential and
reflective learning processes. After students’
consciousness and awareness of power
imbalances in society is raised, they learn to find
their inner power and voice and use these to
effect social change to counter social injustices.
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TRANSACTIONAL  (Generative)
Collaborative approach where power is shared; teacher is
facilitator using a thematic, social-problem focused
approach within a community of learners. Both teacher
and student knowledge
counts, and the intent is
to help students take
control of their own
learning.

TRANSMISSION
Teacher has all of
the power, focused
on facts/ content.
Students are empty
vessels waiting to
be filled up with
information
provided by the teacher, in lectures. If students pass
the test, they have succeeded (accountability and
outcomes based approach)
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Envisioning Family Studies Education in Malta

POSSIBLE FUTURE 

what family studies education
could be, what might come
about if we use our imagination
and think outside the box (not
bound by current trends) 

PREFERRED FUTURE

what we would like to see happen
to family studies education, given
our current values and priorities

PROBABLE FUTURE

what is likely to come about in
family studies education, if current
institutional trends continue; we stay
inside the box, but ensure most
predictable future (best for families or not??)
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Policy Memorandum

Convince
policymakers that
families warrant
government
attention and
assistance and

appropriate actions (4 As) to help them in
their supportive, educative,  consumptive,
productive, reproductive, socialization,
governing,  and nurturing
roles - 

 
Families Matter....

Maltese Institute for
Family Studies

Stakeholder Partnerships and
Networking

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com


